" And how are all your cloak and dagger developments?"
said Pinker with a grin.
e* Developing," i said.
" Is the Reeves gun any good?"
I was a bit startled. There was no particular reason why
Pinker should know there was such a thing as the Reeves gun,
" I don't know anything about the Reeves gun," I said.
ct Oh5 that's been Waring's job has it? I thought you might
have been in on it."
" Nobody knows anything about it yet," ! said.
"That's what 1 thought," said Pinker smoothly. "But you
boys seem to be selling it pretty hard all the same." He drank
some beer. " You know Mair and Waring saw the Minister
about it to-day?" he said casually.
t!I suppose you were under the table?" I said,
"I was there in the spirit. That's why I asked you who
wanted what."
Pinker knocked out his pipe. " Look/7 he said. '* You like
old Mair, don't you?"
" Yes. I'm very fond of him."
" Quite. So am I. Grand Old Man and so forth. Wellthenj
why don't you look after him?"
"How d'you mean?"
Pinker waved an impatient hand. " Christ, it's obvious
enough. Why do you let that pup Waring use him as a
stalking horse? Mair may be a scientist, but anybody can
sell him anything if they go about it the right way. Then he
tools off and sells it in high places." He stared at me hard
with the hot brown eyes. " Have you ever thought where your
outfit would be if there were a change of Minister?'*
"Why?" I said trying to laugh it off. "Are you going to
have the Minister chucked out?"
"He'll arrange it himself sooner or later," said Pinker.
"Politicians are a pretty -unreliable foundation to build on,
you know. They come and they go. And when they go the
people who depended on them tend to take a jolt."
"But what the hell's all this got to do with me?" I said,
getting fed up. "I tell you I'm not interested in the politics
of the job. I'm only interested in doing it I do my work and
:giye the stuff to Mair. What he does with it after that's his
ifcusiness. I'm a scientist, not a bloody politician/'
Pinker finished up his beer and said, "Well, well. It's
to do with me. But I don't mind-telling you that
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